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NOTE

An aspirant can join the Flying Branch of the Indian Air Force by clearing one of the following:

NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) ENTRY
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Age Limit: 16 ½ to 19 ½ as on the date of commencement of 
training.   Type of Commission: Permanent Commission (PC)     Educational Qualifications: 10+2 with Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics 
(Students appearing in 12th standard can also apply), subject to fulfillment of the qualification as on the date of commencement of training.

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES EXAMINATION (CDSE) ENTRY
Nationality: Indian      Gender: Men     Marital Status: Unmarried     Age Limit: 20 to 24 years as on date of commencement of training (Additional 
2 years relaxation is available for Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) holders).     Type of Commission: Permanent Commission (PC)     Educational 
Qualifications: Any Graduate/BE/B.Tech. Degree holder having passed Physics & Mathematics at 10+2 level. (Students appearing for final year/ 
semester can also apply provided there are no backlog/ arrears in papers of previous semesters).

NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) ENTRY
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Permanent Commission (PC)     Age Limit: 
16 ½ to 19 ½ years as on date of commencement of training.     Educational Qualifications: 10+2 with Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics 
(Students appearing in 12th standard can also apply), subject to fulfillment of the qualification as on the date of commencement of the 
course.

WEAPON SYSTEMS
An aspirant can join the Weapon Systems branch of the Indian Air Force through Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) entry, as per the 
details shown below:
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)     
Age Limit: 20 to 26 years as on date of commencement of training.     Educational Qualifications: Candidates should have mandatorily passed 
with a minimum of 50% marks each in Mathematics and Physics at 10+2 level and Graduation with minimum three years degree course in 
any discipline from a recognised University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent OR BE/B Tech degree (Four years course) from a 
recognised University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent.

METEOROLOGY
An aspirant can join the Meteorology Branch of the Indian Air Force through the Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) as per the 
information mentioned:
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)     
Age Limit: 20 to 26 years as on date of commencement of training.     Educational Qualifications: Passed 10+2 and B.Sc with Physics and 
Mathematics with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent OR Four years Graduation in Engineering/Technology discipline with a minimum of 
60% marks or equivalent in the following streams: Communication Engineering, Computer Engineering/Technology, Computer Engineering and 
Application, Computer Science and Engineering/Technology, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Electrical and Electronics Engineering, 
Electronics Engineering/Technology, Electronics Science and Engineering, Electronics, Electronics and Communication Engineering, Electronics 
and Computer Science, Electronics and/or Telecommunication Engineering, Electronics and/or Telecommunication Engineering (Microwave), 
Electronics Communication and Instrumentation Engineering, Information Technology, Mechanical Engineering.

ACCOUNTS
An aspirant can join the Accounts Branch of the Indian Air Force through the Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) as per the information 
mentioned below:
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)     Age Limit: 
20 to 26 years as on date of commencement of training.     Educational Qualifications: Passed 10+2 and the candidates should have done 
graduation in any of the following streams with 60% marks or equivalent from a recognised University: (i) B.Com Degree (min three years 
course). (ii) Bachelor of Business Administration (with specialisation in Finance)/Bachelor of Management Studies (with specialisation in 
Finance)/Bachelor of Business Studies (with specialisation in Finance). (iii) Qualified CA/CMA/CS/CFA. (iv) B.Sc. with specialisation in Finance.

EDUCATION
An aspirant can join the Education Branch of the Indian Air Force through the Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) as per the information 
mentioned below:
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)     
Age Limit: 20 to 26 years as on date of commencement of training.     Educational Qualifications: Passed 10+2 and Post-Graduation with 50% 
marks in any discipline, including integrated courses offering PG (single degree without permission to exit and lateral entry) and with 60% 
marks in Graduation in any discipline.

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS
An aspirant can join the Administration and Logistics Branch of the Indian Air Force through any one of the following:

NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) ENTRYNational ity : Indian     Gender : Men and Women     Mar ital  Status : Unmarr ied     Type of Commiss ion: Permanent 
Commiss ion (PC)     Age Limit : 16 ½ to 19 ½ years as on date of commencement of tra in ing.     Educat ional  
Qual ificat ions : 10+2 with Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics (Students appear ing in 12th standard can also 
apply) , subject to fulfil lment of the qual ificat ion as on the date of commencement of the course.

AIR FORCE COMMON ADMISSION TEST (AFCAT) ENTRY

NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY (NDA) ENTRY

Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)     
Age Limit: 20 to 26 years as on date of commencement of training.     Educational Qualifications: Passed 10+2 and Graduate Degree (Min 
three years degree course) in any discipline from a recognised university with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent or cleared Section A 
& B examination of Associate Membership of Institution of Engineers (India) or Aeronautical Society of India from a recognised University 
with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent.

AIR FORCE COMMON ADMISSION TEST (AFCAT) ENTRY

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS:

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS:

Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)     
Age Limit: 20 to 26 years as on date of commencement of training.

AERONAUTICAL ENGINEER (ELECTRONICS) {AE(L)}
Candidates with a minimum of 50% marks each in Physics and Mathematics at 10+2 level, M.Sc. Electronics with a minimum of 50% marks 
with B.Sc. in Physics with a minimum of 60% OR a minimum of four years degree graduation/integrated post-graduation qualification in 
Engineering/Technology from recognized University OR cleared Sections A and B examination of Associate Membership of Institution of 
Engineers (India) or Aeronautical Society of India or Graduate membership examination of the Institution of Electronics and 
Telecommunication Engineers by actual studies with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent in the following disciplines: Advanced Computer 
Application, Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Data Science, Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning, Computer and Communication 
Engineering, Computer Science and Applied Mathematics, Computer Engineering, Computer Engineering (Software Engineering), Computer 
Engineering and Application, Computer Science and Design, Computer Networking, Computer Science and Engineering, Cyber Physical 
Systems, Computer Science, Computer Science and Engineering (Internet of Things and Cyber Security Including Block Chain Technology), 
Computer Science and Technology, Robotics and AI, Computer Science and Engineering (Internet of Things), Computer Science and 
Information Technology, Computer Science and Engg. (AI & Machine Learning), Computer Science and Engineering (Cyber Security), Computer 
Science and Systems Engineering, Computer Science and Engineering (Networks), Computer Science and Engineering (Data Science), 
Computer Science and Engineering (AI), Computer Technology, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Electronics and Computer Science, 
Electronics and Computer Engineering, Mathematics and Computing, Software Engineering, Information and Communication Technology, 
Information Engineering, Information Science and Engineering, Information Science and Technology, Information Technology, Information 
Technology and Engineering, Electrical and Electronics (Power System), Electrical and Electronics Engineering, Electrical Power Engineering, 
P   

AERONAUTICAL ENGINEER (MECHANICAL) {AE(M)}
Candidates with a minimum of 50% marks each in Physics and Mathematics at 10+2 level and a minimum of four years degree 
graduation/integrated Post-graduation qualification in Engineering/Technology from a recognised University or cleared sections A and B 
examination of Associate Membership of Institution of Engineers (India) or Aeronautical Society of India by actual studies from a recognised 
University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent in disciplines including: Aero Space Engineering, Airline Management, Aeronautical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineering (Industry Integrated), Mechanical Engineering (Automobile), Mechanical Engineering (Welding Technology), 
Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering, Mechanical Engineering (Manufacturing Engineering), Mechanical Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering Design, Mechanical Engineering (Repair and Maintenance), Power Engineering, Industrial and Production Engineering, Machine 
Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering, Manufacturing Engineering and Automation, Manufacturing Engineering and Technology, 
Manufacturing Process and Automation Engineering, Industrial Production Engineering, Manufacturing Science and Engineering, Manufacturing 
Technology, Mechanical Engineering (Production), Precision Manufacturing, Production and Industrial Engineering, Production Engineering, 
Automobile Engineering, Automotive Technology, Mechanical Engineering Automobile, Industrial Engineering, Mechanical and Automation 
Engineering, Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering (Additive Manufacturing), Mechanical and Smart Manufacturing, Mechatronics, 
Mechatronics Engineering, Material Science and Technology, Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, Metallurgy and Material Technology, 
Advanced Mechatronics and Industrial, Automation.

Electrical and Instrumentation Engineering, Electrical, Electronics and Power Engineering, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering, Electrical and 
Power Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Electrical Engineering (Electronics and Power), Electrical Engineering  Industrial Control, Electrical 
Instrumentation and Control Engineering, Electrical, Electronics and Power, Electronics and Electrical Engineering, Electronics and Power 
Engineering, Electronic Engineering, Electronic Science and Engineering, Electronics, Electronics and Control Systems, Electronics Engineering 
(VLSI Design and Technology), Electronics Design Technology, Electronics Instrument and Control, Electronics Engineering, Electronics System 
Engineering, Electronics Technology, Optics and Optoelectronics, Power Electronics, Power Electronics Engineering, Radio Physics and 
Electronics, Advanced Communication and Information System, Advanced Electronics and Communication Engineering,  Applied Electronics and 
Communications, Electronics and Communication (Communication System Engineering), Communication Engineering, Electronics and 
Communication Technology, Electronics and Communication Engineering, Electronics and Communication Engineering (Industry Integrated), 
Electronics and Tele-Communication Engineering, Electronics and Telecommunications Engineering, Electronics and Telecommunication, 
Electronics and Telecommunication Engineering, Electronics and Communication Engineering (Microwaves), Electronics Communication and 
Instrumentation Engineering, Electronics and Telematics Engineering, Telecommunication Engineering, Applied Electronics and Instrumentation 
Engineering, Automation and Robotics, Automation Engineering, Electronic Instrumentation and Control Engineering, Electronics and 
Instrumentation Engineering, Electronics Instrumentation and Control Engineering, Power Electronics and Instrumentation Engineering, 
Instrument Technology, Instrumentation, Instrumentation and Control Engineering, Instrumentation and Electronics, Instrumentation 
Engineering, Instrumentation Technology, Robotics and Automation.

NATIONAL CADET CORPS (NCC) SPECIAL ENTRY
NCC Special Entry scheme is a special entry scheme available for those graduates who have a valid NCC Air wing "C" certificate.
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Age Limit: 20 to 24 years as on date of commencement of training 
(Additional 2 years relaxation is available for Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) holders).     Type of Commission: Permanent Commission (PC) for 
Men, Short Service Commission (SSC) for Men & Women.     Educational Qualifications: Candidates should have mandatorily passed 10+2 with a 
minimum of 50% marks each in Mathematics and Physics and Graduation with a minimum three years degree course in any discipline from a 
recognised University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent OR BE/B Tech degree (four years course) from a recognised University with 
a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent OR Candidates who have cleared Section A & B examinations of Associate Membership of Institution of 
Engineers (India) or Aeronautical Society of India from a recognised University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent.

AIR FORCE COMMON ADMISSION TEST (AFCAT) ENTRY
Nationality: Indian     Gender: Men and Women     Marital Status: Unmarried     Type of Commission: Short Service Commission (SSC)    
Age Limit: 20 to 24 years as on date of commencement of training (Additional 2 years relaxation is available for Commercial Pilot Licence 
holders).     Educational Qualifications: Minimum of 50% marks each in Mathematics and Physics at 10+2 level and Graduation with minimum 
three years degree course in any discipline from a recognised University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent OR BE/B Tech degree 
(Four years course) from a recognised University with a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent OR Candidates who have cleared Section A & 
B examination of Associate Membership of Institution of Engineers (India) or Aeronautical Society of India from a recognised University with 
a minimum of 60% marks or equivalent.

Aeronautical Engineering (Mechanical) & (Electronics)
An aspirant can join the Aeronautical Engineering branch of the Indian Air Force through any one of the following:

1.  The engagement period for Flying Branch (Men and Women) SSC Officers is fourteen years from the date of Commissioning.     2.  The initial tenure for Ground Duty (Technical & Non-Technical) SSC Officers would be for a period of ten years. An extension of four years may be granted 
subject to service requirements, availability of vacancies, willingness, suitability and merit.     3.  Grant of Permanent Commission (PC) (at a later date) would be considered subject to service requirements, availability of vacancies, willingness, suitability, merit and as per prevailing policies 
on the subject.     4.  SSC Officers are not entitled for grant of pension.

1.  The first step is to register online for the written examination. The written examination for NDA and CDSE entry is conducted by UPSC, whereas for AFCAT entry, the examination is conducted by the Indian Air Force. There is no initial written examination for NCC Special entry.     2.  All 
those who appear in the written examination and make it through the stipulated cut-off are called to Air Force Selection Board (AFSB) for testing.     3.  Testing at AFSB comprises of: (a) Document Check.     (b) Stage-I testing comprising of Officer Intelligence Rating Test (OIR) and Picture 
Perception and Discussion Test (PPDT).     (c) Only Stage-I cleared candidates shall undergo Stage-II, which involves Psychological Test, Group Testing Officer Test and Interview before Board Conference is conducted.     4.  After the conference, the result is announced.     5.  After the results, 
selected Flying Branch candidates shall additionally undergo the Computerised Pilot Selection System (CPSS) test.     6.  After the AFSB testing, the cleared candidates shall undergo a medical examination at one of the military hospitals/establishments.     7.  An All India Merit List is prepared 
for all AFSB-cleared candidates (declared medically fit) based on vacancies. Candidates making it through the All India Merit List are given joining instructions to undergo training at the designated training establishments.     8.  Those who successfully complete training are commissioned 
as an Officer in the Indian Air Force.

SELECTION PROCESS
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Republic Day

Army Day

The IAF contingent has participated at the Republic Day Parade since 1950. The parade is a reflection 
of the discipline, pride and esprit de corps of the IAF. The contingent comprises men and women drawn 

from units across the service and embodies IAF’s core values of ‘People First Mission Always’.

Source: Archives

1
New Year’s Day Hazarat Ali’s Birthday
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A Jaguar and a Su-30MKI, together showcasing the IAF’s versatile combat capabilities. The Su-30MKI executes air 
dominance and long-range strike missions. Jaguar DPSA, a dedicated ground attack platform, 

undertakes precision deep penetration strikes.

Source: Archives
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Source: Archives

A versatile multi-role fighter, the MiG-29 UPG traces its roots to the mid-1980s. The fighter went through an upgrade 
and has added impressive capability in air superiority as well as air-to-ground roles.

011-23013690 1800-112-448 careeriniaf@gmail.com www.careerairforce.gov.in DISHA Cell, Air Headquarters (Vayu Bhawan), Motilal Nehru Marg, New Delhi - 110106



2026A P R I L

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

Good Friday Easter Sunday

Vaisakhi/Visu/Meshadi (Tamil 
New Year’s Day)

Vaisakhadi (Bengal)/Bahag 
Bihu (Assam)

52 3 41

6 9 10 11 1287

13 16 17 18 191514

20 23 24 25 262221

27 302928

Source: Archives

The Mi-17 V5 helicopter was inducted into the Indian Air Force on 17 February 2012, as an upgrade of the 
Mi-17 medium-lift helicopters. It has state-of-the-art avionics with an onboard weather radar, autopilot system, 

and compatibility with Generation-III night vision goggles, enabling all-weather, day and night operations. 
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Budha Purnima

The SPYDER (Surface-to-Air PYthon and DERby) missile system was inducted into the IAF in 2017. 
It uses highly manoeuvrable Python 5 and Derby missiles and is designed for quick reaction engagement 

of aerial threats.

Source: Archives

Id-ul-Zuha (Bakrid)

27
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The IAF inducted the C-130J-30 Super Hercules in 2011, enhancing its tactical airlift capability significantly. This 
versatile platform performs troop transport, cargo airlift, and special operations missions. It has carried out critical 

humanitarian relief and integrated strategic missions in challenging terrain.
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Source: Archives
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The C-17 Globemaster III entered IAF service in 2013, enhancing India’s strategic airlift capacity. It has enabled 
major evacuation missions from troubled countries and regions. Trailing behind is the 9-aircraft Surya Kiran Aerobatic 

Team. Formed in 1996, SKAT was raised with Kiran Mk II and transitioned to Hawk Mk-132 in 2015. 
The team has made iconic appearances in the country and abroad.

Source: Archives
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Source: Archives

Sudarshan Surface-to-Air Missile System has ushered in a paradigm shift in IAF’s Air Defence operations. With an 
ability to neutralise a wide array of aerial threats, the system proved its mettle when it demonstrated its 

capabilities against live enemy targets during Op Sindoor.
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Having been inducted into service in 1963, the Mig-21 variants completed 62 illustrious years before the historic last 
flight on 26 September 2025. It rendered yeomen service in the 1965 and 1971 wars, and etched 

glory during the Kargil War. The MiG-21 remains an indelible, iconic chapter in India’s military aviation history.

Source: Archives
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The Prachand (Light Combat Helicopter) was formally inducted into the IAF in 2022. Prachand serves in close air 
support, anti-armour roles, air defence against slow aerial targets, and a variety of other roles. Its induction 

significantly enhances the IAF’s capability to respond rapidly in air-land battles.

Source: Archives

011-23013690 1800-112-448 careeriniaf@gmail.com www.careerairforce.gov.in DISHA Cell, Air Headquarters (Vayu Bhawan), Motilal Nehru Marg, New Delhi - 110106



2026N O V E M B E R

Guru Nanak’s Birthday/Guru 
Teg Bahadur’s Martyrdom Day

 Pratihar Shashthi or Surya 
Shashthi (Chhath Puja)

Diwali (Deepavali)/
Naraka Chaturdasi

Govardhan Puja Bhai Duj

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

1

2 5 6 7 843

9 12 13 14 151110

16 19 20 21 221817

30

23 26 27 28 292524

A Jaguar flies in formation with two Tejas aircraft. Together, they represent reliability of legacy platforms alongside 
modern cutting-edge capability. The IAF’s inventory includes state-of-the-art battle proven platforms 

that have been upgraded indigenously, making them potent as well as precise.

Source: Archives
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The HAL Dhruv Advanced Light Helicopter was inducted into the IAF in 2002, with the Mk-III variant inducted in 2012. 
It is a twin-engine, multi-role helicopter for troop transport, reconnaissance and attack. It features high-altitude 

performance, advanced avionics including a glass cockpit, and an integrated self-protection suite.

Source: Archives
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